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Senate Resolution No.   
 
 

Author: Senator Searcy 

Co-Sponsors: Senator Holzapfel, Senator Mellott 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title   Campus Anti-Semitism Policy  
  
Abstract   In response to incidents of anti-Semitism occurring nationwide, locally, and directly on 

campus, it is in the best interest of the Capital University Student Government to 

support and protect its Jewish students and its relationship with the Jewish community 

by taking an official stand against anti-Semitism. The purpose of this legislation is not 

intended to restrict anyone’s right to free speech but rather is meant to define the line 

between civil, academic debate, and hate speech and actions.  
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE 4rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF CAPITAL UNIVERSITY STUDENT SENATE. 

 

SECTION I: WHEREAS incidents of anti-Semitism have occurred directly on Capital University’s 

campus.  

SECTION II: WHEREAS the United States Department of State outlines the following as 

contemporary examples of anti-Semitism: 

A. Calling for, aiding, or justifying the killing or harming of Jews 

1. Making mendacious, dehumanizing, demonizing, or stereotypical 

allegations about Jews as such or the power of Jews as a collective 

especially but not exclusively, the myth about a world Jewish conspiracy 

or of Jews controlling the media, economy, government or other societal 

institutions. 

2. Accusing Jews as a people of being responsible for real or imagined 

wrongdoing committed by a single Jewish person or group, the state of 

Israel, or even for acts committed by non-Jews. 

3. Accusing the Jews as a people, or Israel as a state, of inventing or 

exaggerating the Holocaust.  
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4. Accusing Jewish citizens of being more loyal to Israel, or to the alleged 

priorities of Jews worldwide, than to the interest of their own nations.1  

B. Using the symbols and images associated with classic anti-Semitism to   

characterize Israel or Israelis. 

1. Drawing comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis. 

2. Blaming Israel for all inter-religious or political tensions. 

3. Denying the Jewish people their right to self-determination, and denying 

Israel the right to exist.2 

 

SECTION III: WHEREAS these measures are not intended to create restrictions on anyone’s right to free 

free speech, academic freedom, or participation in social activism. It solely 

represents Capital University Student Government exercising its First 

Amendment rights by using its free speech to counter hate speech.  

SECTION IV: RESOLVED Capital University Student Government acknowledges and affirms the 

definition of anti-Semitism as outlined above as well as the State Department’s 

understanding of anti-Semitism relative to Israel.  

A.  The membership of Capital University’s Student Government unequivocally 

condemns all forms of anti-Semitism, including recent incidents on Capital’s 

campus, and occurrences around the nation. In addition, the membership of 

Capital University’s Student Government rejects attempts to justify anti-

Jewish hatred or violent attacks as an acceptable expression of any 

disapproval or frustration.  

                                                           
1 http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/fs/2010/122352.htm  

2 Note: criticism of Israel similar to that leveled against any other country cannot be properly regarded as anti-

Semitic. http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/fs/2010/122352.htm 

 

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/fs/2010/122352.htm
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/fs/2010/122352.htm
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1. The membership of Capital University's Student Government will 

recognize the right of the established Jewish community at Capital  

University to define, within the guidelines of the national definition, what 

is and is not anti-Semitic, just as other communities are granted that right. 

2. The membership of Capital University’s Student Government recognizes 

that the Jewish people, like all peoples, have a collective right to self-

determination, and considers attempts to undermine these rights to be a 

form of bigotry.  

3. The above clause does not relate to individuals who support the boycott, 

divestment, and sanctions movement (BDS), but rather to its official 

political platform and the statements of its leaders regarding its goals as a 

movement. 

B. The membership of Capital University's Student Government supports efforts 

against any form of hatred based on religion, race, ethnicity, gender, sexual 

orientation, nationality, citizenship status, or class on our campus. 

1. While the membership of Student Government will respect the right of all 

students to exercise their freedom of speech, as an organizational body it 

will not facilitate, promote, fund, or participate in any activities that 

directly or indirectly promote anti-Semitism or undermine the rights of the 

Jewish people to self-determination. 

2.   As the representatives of the student body, the members of Capital 

University's Student Government will strive to be allies of the Jewish 

community, and of all the diverse communities found within the campus 

community. Further, the representatives pledge to maintain direct and 

open lines of communication with the leaders of these communities on 

issues pertaining to their constituency. 

 


