CONDEMNING ANTISEMITISM RESOLUTION
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT GOVERNMENT OF THE CITY COLLEGE OF NEW YORK

WHEREAS, CUNY The City College of New York educates students from diverse backgrounds that
represent the demographics of the Metropolitan area, with particular attention to underserved and
underrepresented populations.

WHEREAS, CUNY The City College of New York assumes fundamental responsibility for the
economic, social, cultural, and overall health of the communities it serves.

WHEREAS, Jewish students constitute an important part of the broader CUNY The City College of New
York community, yet remain distinguishable from the majority by common ethnic and cultural
characteristics.'

NOTING THAT CUNY The City College of New York Jewish community is thus a distinct and
significant cultural community within the college which CUNY City College is charter-bound to support,
protect, and defend.

NOTING THAT the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance defines antisemitism as ““a certain
perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical and physical
manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property,
toward Jewish community institutions and religious facilities.”

FURTHER NOTING THAT the IHRA Working Definition of Antisemitism was recognized by the
United States under Title VI, as well as other countries including Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom,
Canada, Israel, the French National Assembly, Austria, Scotland, Romania, Bulgaria, Lithuania,
Moldova, Greece, Cyprus, North Macedonia, Serbia, Argentina, the European Parliament, and Albania, as
well as other institutions including the Global Imam Council*, and universities around the world
including Pace University, Arizona State University, Florida State University, among others.

! https://azjewishlife.com/how-can-jews-be-both-an-ethnic-group-and-a-religion/

2 http://www.holocaustremembrance.com/working-definition-antisemitism

? https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-combating-anti-semitism/
4 https://imams.org/news/gic-adopts-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism



RECOGNIZING THAT this takes place amidst a national context where hate crimes against Jewish
individuals and institutions have reached record levels.’

e Kansas City, MO: Jewish Community Center (JCC) shooting (2014)

e Charlottesville, NC: Demonstration of White Supremacists with chants of “Jews Will Not
Replace Us” (2017)

e Pittsburgh, PA: Tree of Life Synagogue Shooting (2018)

e Poway, CA : Chabad Synagogue Shooting (2018)

e Jersey City, NJ: Shooting at a Kosher Supermarket (2019)

e Monsey, NY: A knife-wielding man stormed into a rabbi’s home and stabbed five people while
they celebrated Hanukkah in an Orthodox Jewish community (2019)

e Brooklyn, NY: During the months of December 2019 — October 2020, there were 39 attacks

against Jews.

RECOGNIZING THAT in the month of August 2020, there was an extreme spike in attacks against
Jewish collegiate institutions, such as:

e University of Southern California (USC) Student Government VP resigned after antisemitic
bullying

e University of Delaware Chabad set on fire

e University of Oregon Chabad set on fire twice

In addition to incidents that have taken place on college campuses nationwide, there was also an
antisemitic incident at CCNY in March 2018: Swastikas and the words “white power” were written on the
“Hillel at City College” sign posted to the door of the Hillel designated office, located at NAC 4/153.

NOTING THAT Jewish students constitute a part of the CCNY student body at CUNY The City College
of New York and this resolution is reflective of Jewish students’ effort for proactive efforts of inclusivity
and against any instances of antisemitism or any other form of hatred.

NOTING THAT due to the aforementioned incidents, this aspiration is not yet a reality for Jewish
students among other minority groups.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Undergraduate Student Government of CUNY The City
College of New York unreservedly condemns all acts of racism, bigotry, and violence against the Jewish

5 https://www.adl.org/what-we-do/anti-semitism/antisemitism-in-the-us



community, both on and off CUNY The City College of New York. The Associated Students of CUNY
The City College of New York stands by the Jewish community and condemns all acts of racial, ethnic, or
religious discrimination against members of the student body.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Undergraduate Student Government of CUNY The City College
of New York calls upon CUNY The City College of New York to adopt the IHRA definition of
antisemitism listed above® as CUNY The City College of New York’s official definition of antisemitism.

BE IT EVEN FURTHER RESOLVED that in order to implement the above clauses, the President of the
Undergraduate Student Government at CUNY The City College of New York shall send a copy of this
resolution to President Dr. Vincent Boudreau and Vice President of Student Affairs and Enrollment, Celia
P. Lloyd.

® http://www.holocaustremembrance.com/working-definition-antisemitism



