
Bill to Condemn anti-Semitism on the University of Saint 
Thomas’s Campus 

 
 

“We must never remain silent in the face of bigotry. We must condemn those who seek to divide 
us. In all quarters and at all times, we must teach tolerance and denounce, racism, anti-Semitism 
and all ethnic or religious bigotry wherever they exist as unacceptable evils. We have no place 

for haters in America--none whatsoever.” -- Ronald Reagan 
 

Background 
 

This bill is being presented to the Undergraduate Student Government on behalf of the Jewish community 
at the University of Saint Thomas. Though Jewish students make up a small percentage of the student 

body, Jewish students feel vulnerable to acts of anti-Semitism and lack sufficient support and 
understanding when it comes to combating anti-Semitism on campus. 

 
This bill comes at a time when anti-Semitism is on the rise throughout the United States. The most recent 

incident resulted in the death of at least 10 people who were killed in the Tree of Life Synagogue in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on October 27, 2018. Anti-Semitism is also very prevalent on college campuses 
in the United States. Between 2016 and 2017, there has been an 89% increase in anti-Semitic incidents on 
college campuses and this number is estimated to increase, according to the Anti-Defamation League, an 
international non-governmental organization dedicated to fight “anti-Semitism and all forms of bigotry, 
defends democratic ideals, and protects civil rights for all,” doing so through “information, education, 

legislation, and advocacy”. 
 

However, the United States has started to take a proactive stance against acts motivated by such 
horrendous sentiments. On January 14, 2019, the United States government passed the Combating 

European Anti-Semitism Act of 2017, which expresses that “​it is in the U.S. national interest to combat 
anti-Semitism at home and abroad…[and] the United States should continue to emphasize the importance 
of combating anti-Semitism in multilateral bodies,” which expresses a legal and moral obligation to take a 

proactive stance against hate speech of this nature. 
 

Additionally, this legislation is not intended to create restrictions on anyone’s rights to free speech, 
academic freedom, or participation in social activism. It represents the University of Saint Thomas 

exercising its First Amendment rights by using good speech to counter slander, libel, and hateful speech.  
 

Antisemitism is the bigoted targeting of a historically and currently oppressed minority and should 
be taken as seriously as bigotry against all other oppressed minorities. I call upon the Undergraduate 

Student Government to take a provocative stand against anti-Semitism on campus and stand with their 
Jewish constituents so that we may fulfill our institution’s mission to work towards the common good. 

 



SECTION I: Understanding Anti-Semitism 
A. Anti-Semitism, according to the U.S. Department of State, is defined as the following: 

 
“A certain perception of Jews, which me be expressed as hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical and 
physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals 
and/or their property, toward Jewish community institutions and religious facilities.” 
  

B. Examples of anti-Semitism include: 
1. Calling for, aiding, or justifying the killing or harming of Jewish people 
2. Making untruthful, dehumanizing, demonizing, or stereotypical allegations about 

Jewish people as such or the power of said people as a collective--especially not 
exclusively, the myth about a world Jewish conspiracy or of Jewish people controlling 
the media, economy, government or other societal institutions. 

3. Accusing Jewish people of being responsible for real or imagined wrongdoing committed 
by a single Jewish person or group, or even for acts perpetrated by non-Jews. 

4. Accusing Jews, as a people, or Israel as a state, of inventing or exaggerating the 
Holocaust. 

      5.  Delegitimize Israel through denying Jewish people their right to self-determination and 
                        denying Israel the right to exist. 
  
  
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECTION II: UST Undergraduate Student Government Advocacy and Support 
A. The University of Saint Thomas Undergraduate Government adopts the definition of antisemitism 

as stated in the first section. 
B. The above clause will not be used to condemn future Israel-related words or actions on campus 

unless they fall under the aforementioned categories of demonization, double standards, and 
delegitimization. 

C. The University of Saint Thomas Undergraduate Government will unequivocally condemn all 
forms of anti-Semitism, including incidents on the UST campus, around the nation, globally, and 
rejects attempts to justify anti-Jewish hatred or violent attacks as an acceptable expression of 
disapproval or frustration. 

D. The University of Saint Thomas Undergraduate Government will recognize that the Jewish 
people, like all peoples, have a collective right to self-determination. 

E. The current University of Saint Thomas Undergraduate Student Government will ensure, before 
the completion of its term, diversity training for future council members and executives that 
pertains to the history of anti-Semitism and how it manifests today. 

F. The University of Saint Thomas Undergraduate Senate will support efforts against any form of 
hatred based on religion, race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, ability, nationality, 
citizenship status, class, or identity on our campus. 

G. While student government will respect the right of all students to freedom of speech, it will not 
condone any activities that directly promote anti-Semitism, as stated in the adopted definition of 
anti-Semitism or undermine the rights of the Jewish people to self-determination. 

H. This bill will be shared with UST Student Government, the Department of Campus Life, the 
Office of the President, Tommie Media, and other organizations directly associated with UST.  

 
SECTION III: Enactment 
This legislation shall be adopted by normal means of the University of Saint Thomas Undergraduate 
Student Government. 
 
Be it known that, upon passage, this bill outlines a policy initiative for the Undergraduate Senate to 
pursue and does not change the fundamental workings of Student Government. 
 
Upon passage, this policy initiative shall go into effect immediately and the Undergraduate Student 
Government shall begin the necessary steps towards advocacy on this issue. 
 
“When political leaders fail to denounce anti-Semitic violence and slurs, the void is not only demoralizing 

to the victims, but silence actually enables the wrongdoing. Silence by elected officials in particular 
conveys approval - or at least acquiescence - and can contribute to a climate of fear and a sense of 

vulnerability.” -- Chris Smith, U.S. Congressman for New Jersey’s 4th District 
 
 
 
 


